Community Child Care ~ December 2016
Holiday Attendance Time

Your December pay is deposited in the bank the last banking day of
December. Please call in your predicted attendance by December 16 so
we have enough time to process the payroll. If there are any changes after
December 16, we will make the adjustment on your pay for January.
Remember to have your attendance sheets signed by the parent (and
yourself) at the end of each month and send them to us. Although we pay
you based on what you tell us over the phone, the signed attendance sheet
is your invoice and we must have it on file to justify the payments we
have made to you.
In the case of a dispute with a parent, the
signed attendance is the only proof that,
for instance, the parent has agreed to
have you paid for holidays. The hours of
care recorded justify the amounts you
are paid in Provincial Home Child Care
Wage Enhancement. Yes, it’s more
paperwork, but it is important.

Mark your calendar for the next
Coffee Connections on the evening
of December 14. If anyone would
like to host a Coffee Connections
evening in their home, call the
office and leave a message for Lise
or Bridget.
School Holidays

English Public and Catholic
December 26 through January 6
French Public and Catholic schools
December 23 through January 6
Statutory Holidays

For Christmas Day and Boxing Day
December 26 and 27.
For New Year’s Day
January 2, 2017

Our New Website

Our new website has a special area just for our
providers. Go to www.communitychildcare.ca and click
the green “Provider Login” button.

Sign in with your e-mail address and use your first name
as your password. There is not a lot of information in the
provider area yet, but bit by bit we hope you will share
items with us that we can add.
Please call or e-mail Bridget if you have problems
logging in to the site. You can e-mail things you would
like to see included on the site to
info@communitychildcare.ca.

Wage Enhancement
You may notice that your pay is larger than usual. That’s because
we were able to pay out the provincial wage enhancement grant
from January through October 2016. On your pay statement the
wage enhancement amount is labelled PHCCGRT.
We expect to pay any amounts for November and December in
January.

This is the second year for this provincial grant. Last year the grant
was $10 per day for days when you provided care for the equivalent
of two or more full-time children, $5 if you cared for less than that.

This year the grant is $20 per day for days when you work more
than 6 hours, $10 per day for days when you work less than that.
There is no wage enhancement for statutory holidays or days when
you do not have children in care for any reason, whether the children
are sick or on holiday or you are not available.
We hope that the grant will continue to be available next year, but
there are no guarantees, and the amounts and the way we are
instructed to calculate it may be different again.

Blocks and Socks

Nearly every home has a set of blocks of some description:
wooden blocks, foam blocks, MegaBloks, Lego, alphabet
blocks. They are great to play with. It is fun to build houses
and towers, bridges and roads – and to knock them over. But did you ever think
about what children are learning while they play with them?

There are the obvious things like finding ones the same, counting, naming
colours and learning that things fall. But your child is experiencing math too. If your block
set has triangular, circular and semi-circular blocks like most wooden block sets do,. Put two
semi-circles together and you have a whole circle. Put two triangles together and you have a square or a
rectangle. Toddlers may not realize it, but they are learning about fractions!
And socks... You may think of them as stinky laundry,
but they really are fun toys!

You have to match them anyway, so why not let the
children help? They learn bigger and smaller,
patterned and plain, coloured and white. They can
practice seriation by putting them in order from
biggest to smallest. They can group them by colour or size or striped. They can
learn that some things belong to more than one group (blue and striped, for
example). And we haven’t even talked about texture yet!

Once the socks are matched, have fun using them as balls before you sort which
ones belong to whom, count who has the most, who has the fewest. The
possibilities are almost endless when you play with socks.

Winter Holidays are Great Reading Times
with Books for all Ages

